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RESPONSE 

VIA FACSUv nr.F. g7i-y73-<«oo 

ConmiissiQiier for Patents April 7, 2006 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Viigima 22313-1450 
Sir: 

Responsive to the OfSce Action dated Mardi 8, 2006, the following remarks are 
provided. 



A. RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 

Hie Examiner has required restriction of the daims pmding in the presrat patent 
application into one of Groups I, n and m, as set forth in ihc OfSoe Action dated March 8, 2006. 

In response to this requirement. Applicants elect, with tFaverse, to prosecute Qroup II, 
claims 2-6 and 8, directed to arecombinimt expression vector whidi can es^resses cyclophilin, a 
pharmaceutical composition comprising the vector, a cell transformed with the vector, and a 
mediod of producing cells wfaidi can express ^clophilin, dassifiable in class 435, subclass 
320.1. 

This re^Kmse is made with traverse. It is respectfully urged Aat the daims of Groiqis I, 
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n and in be examiner togetber. Reconsideration of. the Restriction Requirement is respectfidly 
requested for the following reasons. 

The Examiner has the discaretipn to prosecute all of die pending claims in a single patent 
^yplication. Mfiu:i;^*[^f tfaeseandiand^caminationofan 

without serious burdaa, the Examiner must examine.it on the tnerits^ even though it iiichides 
claims to independent or distinct inventions." (Emphasis added; Manual of Patent Examining 
Procedure, § 803, second paragraph). 

The subject matter of Group I, cyclophilin with PPIase activity, is the product that r^ults 
wben the invention ofGroupn is carried out Thiis, Group n produces the subject matter of 
Group I. Accordingly, it is mged that, in the interest of efBcieocy in prosecution. Group I and n 
be ^{:amined together. 

Group n is directed; in part, to a cell which overexpresses cyclophilin with PPIase 
activity. Groiq> in is related to another use of a ceU that can overexpress cyclojd^^ Thus, a 
proper search for Group n will also, of necessity, include the ait related to the si^ect matter of 
Groi^>IIL 

Accordingly, Applicants urge that there would not be an undue burden upon tiie 
Examiner to search and consider Groups I, II and III at the same time, and tl^ Examiner is 
respectfully requested to reconsider and withdraw the iHresent Restriction Requirement 

B. REJOINDER 

^^yplicahts reserve the rig^t to request rejoinder of all a ppr o pri ate claims removed by the 
Examiner in the event that die traversal is not deemed persuasive. 

C. FEES 

This response is being filed within the short^ed period fi>rrespcMise* Thus, no further 
fees are believed to be required I^ on the odier hand, it is deteiminedtiiat any further fees are 
due or any oveiimyment has been made, die Assistant Commissioner is hei^eby authorized to 
debit or credit sui^ sum to Deposit Account No. 02-2275. 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.136(a)(3), please treat thiis and any concurrent or fixture rq>ly in 
this q^Iication that requires a petition for an extension of time for its timely submission as 

2 

PAGE 20'RCVDAT 4/70000 5:39:01 PM [Eastern OayUgm Time] * SVR:U8PTOCFXRF-2ai * IMaS:2738300 * C8ID:1 212661 8002* DURATION (mm«s):01 -38 



FromlLUCAS&ERCAhfTI. LLP 



1 212 661 8002 



04/07/2006 17:37 #001 P.003/003 



02094003 



incoipoiatijig a petition fi>r extoisipn of tune for the appipi»iaie lengj^ of time. The fee 
a^soqated &i»ewtth is to be charged to Dqiosit Accoimt No. 02-2275. 
Ah early and &voi»ble action on 



RespectMly sufanuttied, . 
LUCAS & MERCANti, LLP 




Laurence Manber 
Registration No. 35,597 



LUCAS & J^RCANTI, LLP 
475 Paik Avenue Soiitti 
New Ypik, New Yoik 10016 
Phone:212-661-8000 
Fax: 212-661-8002 

CERTIFICATE OF FACSIMILE TEIANSMISSION 
I hereby certify that this Response is 
being &c|dmile traiismitted to t^^ 
Commissioner for Pat»ts on Ihe 
date shown below. 
April 7, 2006 

LUC AS & MERC ANn. LLP 




Hyun Soon Cho 
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